Press Release  






October 30, 2008
Georgians to Appeal E-Voting Rights Suit Dismissal
ATLANTA, GA – Citizens in an electronic voting lawsuit announced yesterday that they will appeal the September 8 dismissal of their case. Their lawyers contend that a judge should not dismiss any case without a trial when Plaintiff evidence disputes Defendant assumptions made in a motion to dismiss. 
The lawsuit seeks for the court to rule that the state violated the voting rights of its citizens by failing to protect E-voters with an auditable election process and tangible ballots as required by law and the state Constitution. Independent audit capabilities are only available in Georgia via optically scanned absentee ballots that are verified by voters, audited by election officials and retained for recounts.
Plaintiff Mark Sawyer explained the criticality of the lawsuit in regards to the upcoming 2008 elections: “Not one of the 100 million votes that have been cast on these voting systems can be audited for accuracy. Next week election results will be produced and winners announced but no election official in the state can prove that any of the announced results are in fact, correct. Left unchallenged, the ruling would allow such an unfathomable, potentially corrupt process to continue in Georgia indefinitely”. 

The Plaintiffs mentioned that other grounds for the appeal will also be determined once they receive a written order from Judge Michael Johnson explaining the rationale for his decision. That order, promised by September 12, is now seven weeks overdue. Constitutional issues involved in the lawsuit may dictate that the appeal will be filed in the Georgia Supreme Court. 
The Plaintiffs also offered samples of collected evidence they claim confirms that:

· Georgia’s E-voting systems were piloted, certified and acquired illegally;
· Candidates in a race could have E-voting totals swapped without detection; 

· Vote totals can be manipulated by county officials without detection;
· The overall voting system is certified in violation of federal standards;
The citizens cited admissions by the state’s expert witnesses that support all of the contentions. They plan to post details on their web site at www.voterga.org. 
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