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Appointment by Georgia Governor Raises Serious Questions
ATLANTA, GA – Citizen volunteers with VoterGA, an E-Voting rights group, announced today that they are questioning the appointment by Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue of Shawn LaGrua to a judgeship in the Superior Court of the Atlanta Judicial Circuit. LaGrua most recently was the Inspector General (IG) for former Secretary of State (SOS) Karen Handel, now a Republican candidate for Governor. The IG’s office is responsible for investigating complaints filed with the State Election Board (SEB), chaired by the SOS. The office also has widespread power to initiate elections-related investigations, gather data, and report probable violations to the Attorney General for prosecution.
The Governor’s appointment was announced just days after his office confirmed receipt and proper distribution of a letter from VoterGA to the Governor noting recently filed complaints from three citizens against LaGrua’s IG office. These complaints allege improper or politically motivated investigations that effectively suppressed electronic voting defects and controversies. 
One citizen’s complaint stated that the IG’s office “lost” his written request to investigate the $54 million acquisition of Diebold voting equipment in 2002, after the IG’s office confirmed repeatedly that his request was received. Another citizen asserted that the IG opened an investigation into voting machine problems revealed in a controversial 2005 referendum, based on grievances he expressed at an SEB public meeting, but then closed it without ever contacting him. A third individual, an elections employee, was referred by the IG to the Attorney General for charges, after voting machines added 947 test votes into 2008 election results and procedures were not followed by this employee’s Supervisor.
David Chastain, a citizen who filed one of the complaints against LaGrua for mishandling an investigation into the controversial 2005 Cobb County tax referendum, explained: “The judicial appointment of an Inspector General, who herself is under investigation for multiple instances of improperly handled cases, makes me question the entire justice system of Georgia.”
VoterGA further contended that Perdue’s appointment of an individual who allegedly covered up voting machine flaws is even more questionable given that his own election in 2002 was considered a landmark upset involving the first use of unverifiable statewide voting in the country. The Kennesaw State University professor who oversaw testing of the machines for that election has acknowledged in a deposition under oath that:

· the voting machines received a software patch prior to the 2002 election;
· the patch could have impacted “most anything”;
· applying a software patch requires machines be tested and recertified prior to use;

· no recertification was performed;

· failure to recertify the equipment was in violation of the law.

National attention was drawn to upsets of favored incumbents in the 2002 Georgia elections. Issues with Georgia’s electronic voting machines that lack independent audit trails have continued to draw scrutiny from watchdog groups throughout America. All other states have moved to replace equipment similar to that used in Georgia and several states have also filed lawsuits against the vendor. Georgia is the only state still planning to use such equipment statewide in 2010.
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