
 
BALLOT TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE 

 
Objectives: 

Make ballots and outer envelopes public 
Make image authentication files, cast vote records and voting system log files public 

 
SECTION 2-14 

Said title is further amended in Code Section 50-18-71, relating to right of access to public records, 
timing, fees, denial of requests, and impact of electronic records, by revising subsection (k) and adding 
subsection (l) to read as follows:   
"(k) Scanned ballot images, image authentication files, cast vote records and log files created by a voting 
system authorized by Chapter 2 of Title 21  2506 shall be public records subject to disclosure under this 
article."   
"(l) Outer Envelopes and Ballots processed by a voting system authorized by Chapter 2 of Title 21  2506 
shall be public records subject to disclosure under this article."   
 

Objective: 
Unseal election records for public disclosure 

 
SECTION 2-11. 

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (c) of Code  
Section 21-2-500, relating to delivery of voting materials, presentation to grand jury in 
certain cases, preservation and destruction, and destruction of unused ballots, as follows: 
 
"(a) Immediately upon completing the returns required by this article, in the case of 
elections other than municipal elections, the superintendent shall deliver in sealed 
containers to the clerk of the superior court or, if designated by the clerk of the superior 
court, to the county records manager or other office or officer under the jurisdiction of a 
county governing authority which maintains or is responsible for records, as provided in 
Code Section 50-18-99, the used and void ballots and the stubs of all ballots used; outer envelopes that 
contained the ballots; one copy of the oaths of poll officers; and one copy of each numbered list of 
voters, tally paper, voting machine paper proof sheet, and return sheet involved in the primary or 
election. In addition, the superintendent shall deliver copies of the voting machine ballot labels, 
computer chips containing ballot tabulation programs, copies of computer records of ballot 
design, and similar items or an electronic record of the program by which votes are to be 
recorded or tabulated, which is captured prior to the election, and which is stored on some 
alternative medium such as a CD-ROM or floppy disk simultaneously with the 
programming of the PROM or other memory storage device. The clerk, county records 
manager, or the office or officer designated by the clerk shall hold such ballots, outer envelopes and 
other documents for the purpose of public record disclosure under seal, unless otherwise directed by 
the superior court, for at least 24 months, after which time they shall be presented to the grand jury for 
inspection at its next meeting. Such ballots and other documents shall be preserved in the office of the 
clerk, county records manager, or officer designated by the clerk until the adjournment of such 
grand jury, and then they may be destroyed, unless otherwise provided by order of the 
superior court." 
 



 
 

 

Objective: Allow public ballot inspections 
 

SECTION 2-4+(new) 
Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code Section to read as follows:  
"21-2-391. Any member of the public shall be given the opportunity, upon request, to inspect ballots 
and ballot envelopes cast in an election or primary for a period of two years after the date of such 
election or primary. Such members of the public shall be entitled to create reproductions of such ballots 
at his or her expense. Such inspection shall be made at a reasonable time and place determined by the 
custodian of such election or primary ballots.” 
 

 
Objective: Make election management server images public 

 
SECTION 1.12 

Said chapter is further amended by adding subsections (h) and (i) of Code Section 21-2-379.24, relating 
to delivery of voting materials, presentation to grand jury in certain cases, preservation and destruction, 
and destruction of unused ballots, as follows: 
 
(h) Any ten or more electors of this state may, at any time after an election is certified by a county, 
request that the Elections Superintendent of any county provide an image of the election management 
system from that county for an independent forensic examination. Before any such examination or 
reexamination, the person, persons, or organization requesting such examination or reexamination shall 
provide to the Elections Superintendent an appropriate sealed media device to store the image. Once 
the media device is received the Elections Superintendent shall provide the requested an image of the 
server within three calendar days and otherwise be made available in accordance with all other 
provisions of Georgia Open Records Act. O.C.G.A. 50-18-70 
 
(i) Any elections management server that was not imaged upon a valid request by ten electors for an 
independent forensic examination in accordance with the provisions cited in the previous paragraph 
shall not be used at any primary or election. The approval of the same system shall immediately be 
revoked by the Secretary of State, and the system shall thereafter not be used or purchased for use in 
this state. 
 
 


